


 

Background 

Canada is known as a country with a broad immigration policy which is reflected in Canada’s ethnic diversity. In 2011, 

British Columbia had the second largest share of foreign-born individuals. Approximately 18% of British Columbia’s 

population was foreign-born.   

 

Three-quarters (72%) of 1st generation Canadians (foreign-born individuals) in Canada or British Columbia were 

previously living in Asia (including the Middle East), with a quarter (24%) being from China and nearly two-fifths (17%) 

from India. Yet, relatively little is known about the New Canadian travel market segment. 

 

As such, Destination BC commissioned this research study to learn more about the travel behaviours of New Canadian 

1st and 2nd generation members of the Chinese and South Asian communities in BC. 

 

Objectives 

The key objectives of this research are to understand the travel behavior of New Canadians, in terms of : 

• Past and future travel behaviour  

• Motivations and barriers to travel 

• Experience with, perceptions of, and attitudes towards, travelling within BC 

• Travel tools used for travel coordination and planning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• The survey was conducted online via Insight West’s multicultural online panel from August 3rd to 10th, 2016. 
 

• Respondents were screened to include BC residents aged 18 years and older as follows: 

o 1st generation: born outside Canada in one of the following countries: 

 China: Mainland China, Taiwan, or Hong Kong 

 South Asia: India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, or Bangladesh 
 

o 2nd generation: born in Canada and one or both parents born outside Canada in one of the following countries: 

 China: Mainland China, Taiwan, or Hong Kong 

 South Asia: India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, or Bangladesh 
 

• Sample sizes for the different respondent groups are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• When applicable, information about general BC travellers is mentioned throughout the survey. This information is 

based on the Explore BC Campaign Evaluation survey, in field from Dec 13th to 20th 2016, launched to 19+ BC 

residents who have travelled out-of-town in 2016 (12-month period).  
 

• Due to lack of availability of census information, the data throughout the report is not weighted to represent the 

breakdown of 1st generations’ population based on their length of residency in Canada. 

Sample Size Total Chinese South Asians 

1st generation Canadians 378 283 95 

2nd generation Canadians 377 284 94 

Total (referred to as New 

Canadians throughout the report) 
755 567 189 
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• To better understand the travel behaviour of 1st and 2nd generation members of the Chinese and South Asian 

communities in BC, influence of other factors such as length of residency in Canada, as well as acculturation 

score was explored.  

 

• Results indicated that there is no meaningful relationship between length of residency of 1st generations and any 

of the key metrics measured in this report. 

 

• Acculturation is the process of adopting the cultural traits or socials patterns of another group (Canadians). Level 

of acculturation has been measured by using an adjusted version of the Vancouver Index of Acculturation (the 

index uses 20 items to measure level of acculturation – adjusted list is reduced to 10 items).  

 

• Those with high level of acculturation agreed with most of the measures such as “I often participate in North 

American cultural traditions” and “I enjoy social activities with typical North American people”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample Size Total Chinese South Asians 

High Acculturation 485 354 131 

Medium Acculturation  93 72 22 

Low Acculturation 177 141 36 

Total 755 567 189 
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